


By: Brad Burt - RedHouse

The Vintage Build
Doing a "vintage" style Forum-Vibe build is fairly straight-forward, you just need to stuff the board
closely following the diagrams on the next few pages. Be aware that if you want a true vintage style
build try to get proper Photocells (LDR's) and Lamp/Bulb if you expect it to sound like an original Uni-
Vibe. Much of the character of the "throb" comes from them. You likely will not have access to original
parts so I suggest you should use the JC bias-offset mod in your "vintage" build because it can help
you dial-in your Bulb/LDR combination when using whatever parts you can get ahold of.

Refer to the schematic and layout diagrams and the "vintage" build will be fairly easy (as vibe builds
go), there are two layout graphics one shows the Reference Designations, the other shows the Values
of the parts so make sure you get them in the right locations. Make sure you get your polarity's correct
on your electrolytic caps, you can have issues with your build if you goof that up. Reference the "Parts
Values" graphic and the "RefDes" (reference designations) graphic.

There are a few of things to be said when doing a vintage style build, there are some discrepancies in
the original OEM schematic and part changes/substitutions. It's unknown if the part changes were due
to production-run substitutions because of supply chain isues or design revisions that drove the
changes but there are a few different things to note about OEM vibes.

For instance the C14-Q10 discrepancy, the original OEM schematic shows the .0047 cap connected to
the emitter of Q10 at the junction of R31-R32-C16 ...but... most production vibe PCB's have that cap
connected to the base of Q10. Only one source to my knowlege has said his was in fact as the OEM
schematic shows but it was never confirm/validated.

Another on the list is the R46 discrepancy, where the OEM schematic shows a 47k resistor, most
production vibes actually have a 4k7 resitor in that position.

Also on the list is the R43-R44 discrepancy, the OEM schematic show 4k7 resistors, but many
production vibes actually have 3k3, 2k2 in those positions. The smaller value resistors give a faster
top-speed but also be aware you can stall/lock-up the LFO if you go too low there and only a power-off/
on cycle will restart the LFO.

Finally the R36 discrepancy, the OEM schematic shows 47k resistor, many production vibes have a 100k
resistor in that position. There is also the infrequent substitution of the normally used 2SC828
transistors with 2SC945 and 2SC536 types which I've documented elsewhere on my website.

These things have been noted and debated on the internet for years, the deciding factor (for me)
regarding actual components is seeing/servicing/documenting so many real vintage Uni-Vibe’s in my 
own shop, on my workbench.

BTW! don't forget to install your jumpers!
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